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Am now to examine, by what Steps 
I France arriv'd to her preſent Great- 
neſs; and this in order. to direct us, 
by what Steps to reduce that Power, how 
dangerous the Return of that ſtrange Crea- 
ture call'd Exorbitant Power is to Europe, 
in whatſoever Sbape to be ſeen, or in what- 
ſoe ver Hand to be found, and ſo if poſſible, 
to lay down Rules for our Concern in that 
Matter in the preſent Emergence. 

No Nation in Europe was ſo mad, as by 
open and viſible Concert to aſſiſt France in 
her known Project of enſlaving the reft of 
Europe, but this poor infatuated Part of the 
World ; and if in this I ſpeak Truths, that 
ſome People do not love to hear, and others 
think ought not to be told, I muſt be ex- 


cus'd, fince if I have any Judgment of the 
Neceſhty or Seaſonableneſs of the RefleQi- 
on, I think both are very clear. 

The firſt bleſſed Step to make France 
great was under the Management of Car- 
dinal Ricblieu, in the Reign of Lewis XIII. 
when that Politick Minifter was about the 
difficult Taſk of ruining the Power of the 
Proteſtants in France, he had carry'd on all 
his Projets againſt them with Succeſs, and 
reduc'd them to a general Sanctuary in the 
ſtrong City of Kochel, and there he reſoly'd 
to beſiege them. The Place was too ſtrong 
to be attack'd in Form, and the Garriſon too 
numerous and deſperate for him to carry on 
a Siege; to blockade themalſoſeem'd to no 
Purpoſe, while the Rochellers were an” 

o 


of the Sea, and had their Port open 


By which they receiv'd Relief as often as 


they had Occafion——— And this ſeems a 


very proper Note in tVis Place, and 
worth Obſervation 3 that at that Time, 
which is not yet full fouricore Years ago, 
all the Naval Power of France could not 


mate the few deſpicable poor Rochellers; 


but Monſieur Soubize, their Champion I 
may call him both at Sea and Land, burnt 
and deftroy'd the few Men of War the King 
of France got together to curb them, even 
as often as they durſt ſhow themſelves... 
And with his little Fleet rode Maſter of the 
Seas in Spight of all the Power of France. 
To make ah End of them at once, the 
Cardinal Hires the Armada of Spain, an- 
other mock Force, 20 Galleons were to be 
the Number, however about 12 came, be- 
ſides Satees, and ſuch Kind of Things to the 


Number of 22 Sail, theſe joyn with the 


King of France's Navy-Royal, and now 
they were to devour Rebe! at once: But 
the Rochellers fought them bravely, and 
in leſs than two Years ruin'd both the 
French and Spaniſh Ships, burat the Admiral, 
ſunk and ſtranded others, and in ſhort con- 
tinued Mafters. 

To our indelible Scandal will it be told, 
how theſe brave Proteſtants, this little 
Remnant that defeaded their Liberty with 
their Blood, were at laſt ruin'd and op- 
preſs d by an united Aſſiſtance of Engliſh and 
Dutch Men of War And that we Pro- 
teſtants pull'd down the Proteftants of 
France, who had elſe to this Day with Arms 
in their Hands not only maintain'd that 
Jouriſhiog Church, but had been a conftant 
Checque to the growing Projects of France, 
and a ſteady immoveable Obfticle to the 
Exorbitant Greatneſs of France. 

I make no Reflections on this Conduct as 
0 the Perſons, whether it was Archbiſhop 
Lau, whether B m, or whether the 
French Petticoats, that even then too much 
govern'd Let the Guile ang the Shame 
zie in their Graves with them, that is none 
„ my preſent Buſineſs The Blot lies 
29 the Engliſh Councils of thoſe Times, and 
we as wel! as all Europe ſmart for the Folly 
91 i; to this Hour. 


devoted to Sloth, and Luxury 


We come from this Point to the Year 


1661; the bleſſed Refteration of the Royal 


Line promis'd England happy Days, a ge- 
neral Ceſſation ot Blood and Rapine, the 
ſad but natural Conſequences of Ciyil 
War, and all People ſeem'd to be pleas'd 
with the Change Nor had the Na- 
tions Hopes been defeated, had the King 
come over with a Head or a Heart, em- 
bark'd in either his own Intereſt, or that 
of his Country. 

But the King tainted with that Plague 
of Monarchs, for Monarchy has its peculiar 
Diſtempers, I mean the Luft of Arbitrary 
Rul-—'mmediately ſets up a Fre Hap: 
pineſs from that of his People. It would 
be a long and melancholly Story to relate 
here the Steps, by which he-attempted the 
Liberties, and ſome ſay, the Religion. of 


this Country; and ſuch was the Humour of 


the Times, that this Prince had a firange 
Influence over the People by being unmea- 
ſurably beloved by them, ſo that had he 
been a true Politician, he really might have 
enſlayed them But here Providence 
permitted one Vice to deſtroy another 3 
the Prince given up entirely to his Eaſe, 
and drowned in all the Pieaſures of a Life 
His long laſcivious Reign was ſpent 
wholly in Drunkenneſs, Lewdneſs, and all 


Manner of Debaucheries. 


To maintain the profuſe Expence that 
always attends a Life of ſo much Pleaſure, 
he neither could be ſatisfy'd with the daily 
Extortions of Subſidies and Faxes given by 
Parliament, nor with ſeveral Encroach- 
ments on his People, but baſely ſubjected 
himſelf to be a Penſioner to France, recei- 
ving vaſt Sums from the French Court 
In lieu whereof'it is a fad Story to tell, how 
he took his Meaſures by their Direction, 
being manag'd by French Councils, wheed- 
led by French Whores, brib'd by French 
Money, and in a Word given up to French 
Intereſts. T 


The preſent King of France was now 
Major, or of Age, and had diſengag'd bim- 
ſelf from the Incumbrances of State-Re- 
gencies, and the Guardianſhip of bis Gourti- 
ers; he appeat d vigorous, young, _— 

| and 


add politik, and began t fell with un- 
uſt. Ambition He anmnfs'd Treaſure, 
laid dp vaſt Stores of Warlike Proviſions to 
fuch an incredible Degree, that I care not 
to enter into the Particulats . He 
rais'd and maintain'd formidable Troops, 
and under an able Miniſtry, particularly 
that of the Marquis de Louvoy, Colbert, and 
others; he begin to encourage Arts, 
Learning, Science, and partically to en- 
creaſe his Naval Strengtb, as well as his 
Armies To ſupport this, and the 
future Invaſions he had in View, he em- 
ploys ſubtle Stateſmen to all the Courts of 
Europe, where by their Arts and Money he 
lud almoft all Enrope a-fteep, and pre- 
vail'd upon them to fit ſtill, at leaft while 
he makes himſelf thus formidable, | 

He'may have been ſaid to have ſpent 20 
Years in this Part of Management, putting 
him in a Poſture to become terrible to 
his Neighbours, and during which Time 
his Kingdom flouriſh'd in Peace and Trade, 
and his Wealth grew to a prodigious Mag- 
nitude Englund he had under a com. 
pleat Management; Spain he wheedled at 
the Treaty of the Pyrenee f by a fatal Alliance, 
making them his neater Confederates, and 
dozing them with a Dream of the Renun- 
ciation ; which how well he propos'd to 
maintain, has ſince appear'd , - when pre- 
tending the Right of Devolution, which 
could not de affected by the faid Renun- 
ciations, the Heir not being born ; under 
this Pretence he ſeiz d Burgundy, Franche- 
Comte, Luxemburg, and in the War that 
folow'd upon this, maſter d the Spaniſh Ne. 
'rherlands, over-running them wich a 
Torrent of Armies, which the Spaniard 
ſecure and unprovided, was in no Condition 
to reſiſ.. : 

To keep the Dutch employ'd, he em- 
barraſſes them firſt with the Engliſh in 1666, 
and then falls in upon them in 1672, with 
140000 Men in two Armies, and without 

Reaſon aſſign d, but meer Mal Satiſ- 


an n 
addon, drove the States to the Brink of 


DeftruQion. 

All this while England play'd the ſhame- 
fulleſt Game, that ever this Nation adted 
in the World; we were entirely given up 
to make France Great, we encourag'd their 
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Naval Preparations, ſent him over Build- 
ers to inftru@ his Peopte, ſent him the ver 
Moulds of our Men of War, without 4 
Queſtion the beſt in the World, to build by 
we ſold bim Dunkirk, and ſupinely fat fill, 
and ſee him make it the moſt terrible For- 
treſs in the World —— We diſhonourably 
and baſely fell on the Dutch by Sea, attack- 
ing their Smirna Fleet without any Provo- 
cation to, or Declaration of War. Then 
we pick'd a Quarrel with them, for Want of 
a better Occaſion ; upon the Pretence of 
Right of the Flag; and ſent a ſmall Yatcht in 
among their whole Fleet to fire at and inſult 
their Admiral, to make him and their whole 
Fleet- ftrike to him; upon this we declare 
War, fight them, looſe a great Dꝛal of 
Money and Blood, and are ſoundly bang'd 
by the Dutch into the Bargain— All this 
while we lend onr beſt Regiments to the 
King of France to help make him great, 
and the Scots Battallions of Douglas, now 
Orkney, ſav'd the whole. French Army on 
the Mine, when the-Mareſchal de TJurreme 
was kill'd with a Cannon-Ball. | 
But this was not all; we pretend at laſt 
to turn about, and recalling our Troops 
from France, ſend over a Body of Men to 
Aid the Prince of Orange, when he had al- 
moſt done the Work without us — 
But all this while the King 1 * the 
Treaty of 8 wholly for the Intereſt 
of France, and mocking the Prince of 
Orange with the Image or Shadow of an 
Alliance, fell into all the French concerted 
Meaſures at that Treaty, and ſigning the 
Peace in the French Whores Lap, left the 
Prince in the Lurch, and gave France all 
his Conqueſts made upon Spain, coaxing 
Holland, with Charleroy, Aeib, Oudenard, 
and ſome ſuch ſmall Places, as a Barrier © 
againft future In vaſions; which how little 
they ſignify d, Time bas diſcover'd. 
By this ſmall Sketch we may fee, how - 
France became great, and whoſe ſupine: 
Blindneſs and Negligence put the Views of 
univerſal Monarchy into his Head | 
I need not tell you, how during theſe things 
France extended his Conqueſts upon the 
Empire; how he diſpoſſeſs'd the Duke of 
Lorrain and the Elector of Treves; how he 
[eiz'd the three Biſhopricks of Metz, Toul, *.. 
; and 


